WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Paul Glaister KEGS 1970 - 72; KEUS 1972 - 77

I thoroughly enjoy reading ‘The Old Burian’ every year, and always
# look forward to receiving it, delving straight in as soon as it arrives. I
usually look first to names that I recall, particularly members of
staff. However, I enjoy reading about all former pupils and staff,
= from any era, because they are part of my school and our
- community. While I was only at KEGS for two years (1970-72) I
. consider myself as much a part of the KEGS tradition and family as
those who were fortunate enough to be part of KEGS throughout
their school career. In 1972 we moved to the current Grove Road site
~  to form King Edward VI Upper School (KEUS), a co-educational
comprehensive secondary school, by merging with the Silver Jubilee
Girls’ School and the Silver Jubilee Boys’ School. As we took many
masters with us (or should I say they took us with them!) and we
were kept together in the ‘top’/D stream, and I was fortunate to be in D1, the ‘top’ one, for the remaining 3 years prior
to moving in to the sixth form, I still think of myself as having been at KEGS as it was for 7 years and very proud and
fortunate to have been. The only downside was the seven years spent travelling to and from my home in Brandon on a
coach or rickety ‘orange’ American-style bus, picking up or dropping off pupils along the way — often over two and a
half hours’ travel each day.

After leaving school I initially applied for engineering at the University of Reading, but then changed my application to
physics. On arrival I asked to switch to taking the two mathematics courses that would enable me to embark on a
mathematics degree and would sit alongside my physics course. I passed all courses and really fell in love with all the
mathematics I had studied and I graduated in 1980 in mathematics. This was immediately followed by a PGCE in
Secondary Mathematics teaching, and then an MSc in the Numerical Solution of Differential Equations, both at the
University of Reading.

By then I had met the person whom I was to marry — Elizabeth Hoppé. In my second year I started helping with
university open days - talking with applicants and showing them around the Department’s and University’s facilities.
One such applicant was Elizabeth. She ended up in Wessex Hall where I was, with me in my final undergraduate year,
and she was in her first year of a mathematics degree. We only started ‘dating’ at the end of her first year, after my
finals, and we married in 1984. Nearly 43 years later we are the proud parents of Anna (32) and Mark (30), and
grandparents to Anna’s daughter Poppy (nearly 2). I have been blessed with a loving and supportive family.

While Elizabeth was studying for her PGCE, also in Secondary Mathematics, I was employed on a research contract for
RAE Bedford and undertook a significant amount of tutorial work for extra remuneration in the Department of
Mathematics where I was based. Our plans were for a career in teaching mathematics in secondary schools, although I
was also tempted by the idea of pursuing a PhD in mathematics. I secured a teaching post at Maidstone Boys’ Grammar
School and Elizabeth had also secured a post in Tunbridge Wells Girls’ Grammar School. Part way through our first
teaching term I learned that one of the senior academics had secured a four-year research contract for me, funded by
AWRE Aldermaston, and based in the Department. I would receive a full-time salary and be able to teach very many
classes — lectures and tutorials — getting paid additionally for those, and study part-time for a PhD. This was too good an
opportunity to let go and it meant I would have achieved my qualified teacher status prior to this. Elizabeth also secured
a post in Reading, at Kendrick Girls” Grammar School, where she had undertaken her teaching practice, and where she
is still teaching to this day.

Four years hard graft ensued, taking on even more teaching responsibilities, including four lecture courses, all for extra
remuneration. | fulfilled my contract, started to publish my mathematics research, as well as taking every opportunity to
get involved with Department and University activities, including much time on student recruitment, and was awarded
my PhD on ‘Approximate Riemann solvers for systems of hyperbolic conservation laws’, all of which put me in a good
position to apply for a three-year temporary lectureship which was advertised in the final year of my research contract.
I was made permanent in 1990, promoted to Senior Lecturer in 1998, and then to Professor of Mathematics and
Mathematics Education in 2013 in the Department of Mathematics and Statistics as it is now, where I remain full time.

I have undertaken many Departmental and University leadership roles, particularly in teaching, support, examinations,
admissions, outreach, and was Head of Department 2010-2015 and led and oversaw the merger of the Departments of
Mathematics and Statistics from 2010, with around 40 academic staff at the time. In 2013 I had the opportunity to
become involved with national education policy for post 16 mathematics, including A levels in Mathematics and Further
Mathematics, and Core Maths, and since then I have been blessed with so many further opportunities to support
mathematics and mathematics education at school and university level, and beyond. This includes membership, or
chairing, many national and regional committees, and working with and supporting many agencies, as well as leading
on mathematics education post 16, particularly with the Department for Education (DfE), the Office of Qualifications
and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual), and the Royal Society and other national learned societies.

Given this unplanned career in which I have been so fortunate to have been in the right place at the right time, at the end
0f 2022 I received the most amazing news that was so unexpected — I was appointed Commander of the Order of the
British Empire — CBE — in the King’s New Years Honours List 2023 for services to Education. I was most surprised, but
of course delighted, and very much humbled to receive this honour. Please feel free to contact p.glaister@reading.ac.uk
and visit my website: https://www.paulglaister.org/about-bio
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