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Name:

Anthony J W Hilton

Present appointment:
Professorial Research Fellow, Queen Mary College,
University of London


Emeritus Professor of Combinatorial Mathematics



Mathematics Department, Reading University

Date of Birth:
4 April 1941

Marital Status:
married with three children, now all adult

Education:
1951-1959
Bedford School, Bedford



1959-1964
Reading University






BSc 2(I)
1963






PhD
1967

Previous appointments:
1964-1966
Assistant Lecturer, Reading University



1966-1979
Lecturer, Reading University



1980-1992
Reader, Reading University



1992-2005
Professor, Reading University


Leaves of absence:
1982-1984
Visiting Senior Research Fellow,






Open University



1986-1987
Visiting Professor, Auburn University,






Auburn, Alabama, USA


From 1990 to 1998 I was periodically Eberly Visiting Distinguished Professor of Mathematics, West Virginia University.


Spring 2005.  Vernon Wilson Professor of Mathematics at Eastern Kentucky University.

Awards


I was awarded the Euler Medal for 1998 by the Institute of Combinatorics and its Applications for “a distinguished lifetime career contribution to combinatorial research”.

Special responsibilities undertaken:


I started up in 1969, and have continued since, a weekly Combinatorics Seminar.


I have organized several times at Reading, a One-Day Combinatorics Colloquium; this is now an annual and very popular event.  In 1996 it was extended to be a Two-Day Combinatorics Colloquium in honour of Prof. Nash-Williams.


In May 2006, I organized a Two-Day Combinatorics Colloquium to celebrate 50 years of Combinatorics at Reading. This is the final combinatorics colloquium to be organized at Reading.

Member, British Combinatorics Committee, 1985-1989.


Member, Editorial Board, Journal for Combinatorial Mathematics and Combinatorial Computing, 1989-


Advisory Editor for Combinatorics, London Mathematical Society, 1991-98.


In 1993 I organized the 45th British Mathematical Colloquium at Reading.


Member, Editorial Board, AKCE International Journal of Graphs and Combinatorics, 2004-
            In May 2007 I shall (with Dr Robert Johnson (QM) and Prof Graham Brightwell (LSE)) organize a 2-day Combinatorics Colloquium, one day at QM, the other at LSE.


In July 2007 I shall organize the 21st British Combinatorics Colloquium at Reading.

Teaching experience


I have had a wide variety of teaching experience including:


Introductory courses in Pure Mathematics (Calculus, Matrix Theory); courses in Algebra, Metric Spaces, Complex Analysis, Elliptic functions, Vector Analysis, Coding Theory, Languages, Set Theory, Graph Theory, Combinatorics, Geometry and Logic and Discrete Mathematics for Computer Scientists.  I introduced regular courses in Graph Theory and Combinatorics at Reading.  At West Virginia I have taught graduate courses in Number Theory, Finite Sets, Design Theory, Graphs and Designs, Random Methods.

Research students


I have had thirteen PhD students:

S H Scott (1976)
His thesis contained the first results about the fractional chromatic number of a graph, and it includes many of the most significant facts about it.



Position upon retirement, Principal Lecturer, Mathematics Department, Hatfield Polytechnic.

L D Andersen (1979)
His thesis included interesting novel results on generalized latin squares, and on embedding partial Steiner triple systems.  He has been Vice-Chairman of the Institute of Electronic Systems, and Head of Department of Mathematics and Computer Science, Aalborg University, Denmark.  He is currently Vice-Dean.  He has just retired after a long period as editor of Journal of Graph Theory.  He edited three special volumes of Discrete Mathematics, and has organized several very distinguished conferences in Graph Theory.  He has had the following PhD student:



Lois Kjær Jørgensen (Lektor, Aalborg University).

C A Rodger (1982)
His thesis included a complete solution to the well-known problem of embedding partial idempotent latin square.  Current position, Alumni Professor, Division of Mathematics, Auburn University, Alabama.  Currently editor of JCMCC and of Australasian Journal of Combinatorics.  Guest Editor of J. Scientific Planning and Inference.  He has organized for several years a special conference on Design Theory at Auburn.  He was awarded the Hall medal of the ICA in 1996.  He has had the following PhD students:



S J Stubbs (Professor, Associate Dean, Huntington College, Alabama),



Saad El-Zanati (Professor, Illinois State University),



Evan Wantland (Associate Professor, Pacific University),



Erin Spicer (Departmental Head, Pensacola College), 



Ann Cox (National Security Agency),



David A. Pike (Associate Professor, Memorial University, Canada),



Michael E. Raines (Associate Professor, Western Michigan University) (awarded the Kirkman medal of the ICA in 2001),



Carrie Grant (Assistant Professor, Flagler College, Florida),



Michael Foust,



Michael Daven (Assistant Professor, Mount Saint Mary College, New York),



James McGee (Assistant Professor, Illinois Institute of Technology),



Atif Abueida (Assistant Professor, University of Dayton),



David Asche (Assistant Professor, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga),



David Leach (Assistant Professor, University of West Georgia).

A G Chetwynd (1985)
Her thesis included the first significant progress towards solving an old problem attributed to G A Dirac of 1-factorizing regular graphs of even order and high degree. 


It also contained further significant results about the Overfull Conjecture.  She was recently Professor, Department of Pure Mathematics and Statistics, Lancaster University and Vice-President of the London Mathematical Society.  
                                             Current position: Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Lancaster University.

                                             She has had the following PhD students:



Susan Rhodes,



Lynne Blair (Lecturer, Lancaster University),



Anna Marshall (Astra Zeneca),



Susan Gooding (Astra Zeneca).

C S Edwards (1987)
His thesis included solutions to two problems of Bollobás and Erdös in extremal graph theory.  One of these has become quite celebrated after being mentioned time and again by 
P Erdös in his talks on interesting problems.  Position upon retirement, Lecturer, Department of Engineering Production, Birmingham University.  He has had the following PhD students:



C Potts (Professor, Southampton University), 



C Elphick (Touche Ross Consulting Division, Manchester),



R R de Matos (Lecturer, University of Sao Paulo, Brazil),



A Moharrem (Lecturer, University of Tripoli).

Cheng Zhao (1993)
His thesis included a variety of interesting results on the chromatic index of graphs and the total chromatic number of graphs, and several other topics.  He had so much material, that most of it had to be omitted from this thesis.



Current position:  Professor, Indiana State University.

Stuart Allen (1996)
His thesis was concerned with the solution of a conjecture of Dugdale and myself, giving necessary and sufficient conditions for the embedding of a certain kind of partial symmetric latin square.



Current position:  Lecturer, Cardiff University.

Hollie Buchanan (1998)
His thesis contains the result that if an arbitrary 2-factor is removed from  
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,  then the graph left has a Hamiltonian Decomposition.  It also contained some elegant new results about factors of graphs containing some specified edges and avoiding other specified edges. 



Current position:  Assistant Professor, Weirton, West Virginia.

Michael Ferencak (1998)
His thesis is unusually strong.  It contains a complete outline/amalgamation result for  (v, 3, ()-designs, when  (  is even – i.e. for triple systems of even index.  It is a major piece of work.



Current position:  Associate Professor and Chair at University of Pittsburgh (Johnstown).

I. Sciriha (1999)
Her thesis contains a number of new results in spectral graph theory.  



Current position:  Senior Lecturer at the University of Malta.

Matthew Johnson (2002)
His thesis is remarkably strong.  



Current position:  Lecturer, Department of Computer Science, Durham University.
David Cariolaro (2003)
He wrote quite a nice thesis on edge-colouring graphs.  Currently has a Post-Doctoral Position in Taiwan.

Matthew Henderson (2004)
A very good thesis on embedding edge-coloured complete graphs.



Current position:  Post-Doctoral research fellow in Swansea.
I currently have two research students at Reading, Claire Spencer and John Gauci (part-time).
Grants received:


In 1990 an SERC Research Assistantship was obtained to support Dr. Hugh Hind.


In 1993 an SERC Research Assistantship was obtained to support Dr. Cheng Zhao.


In 1996 an EPSRC Visiting Research Fellowship was obtained to support Prof J Wojciechowski.


In 2005 an EPSRC Visiting Research Fellowship was obtained to support Prof. J. Wojciechowski.

Examining

External examiner for PhD at Cambridge (4(), Goldsmiths, Keele (2(), Open, Oxford (3(), Queen Mary College, Surrey, Singapore (2(), Madurai Kamaraj University (India).

External examiner for taught MSc at Royal Holloway for two years.


External examiner for Pure Mathematics (BSc &  M.Math) at Imperial College for three years.


External examiner for Pure Mathematics (BSc) at Brunel (currently).
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