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YOU ARE REMINDED TO READ THE UNIVERSITY REGULATIONS ABOUT PLAGIARISM.  ANY MATERIAL COPIED SHOULD BE PLACED IN QUOTATION MARKS AND PRECISE REFERENCES (INCLUDING PAGE NUMBERS) MUST BE GIVEN.  A BIBLIOGRAPHY MUST BE GIVEN AT THE END OF THE PAPER.

1. What do you understand by the legacy of Stalinism in the Soviet Union?  How successful were Khrushchev’s policies in dealing with this legacy?

2. Why was socialist planning so much less successful in securing economic growth and development in Eastern Europe than in the Soviet Union?  (If you wish, you may restrict your analysis to a single East European country.)

3. Contrast and critically evaluate the key assumptions, approaches and conclusions of the most influential theoretical models of transition strategies featuring shock therapy versus gradualism.

4. China’s transition path: how much policies and developments differed from the “conventional” East European model?

5. The EU accession special case of Bulgaria and Romania: analyse the main facts and arguments as to why these two transition economies were left to wait three years more, following the biggest EU enlargement in 2004 for which they were also initially scheduled?

6. Why has unemployment remained stubbornly high in those countries from Eastern Europe that became members for the European Union in 2004?  What needs to be done to reduce it?  (If you believe that the reasons differ in different economies, you may restrict your answer to a single one.)

